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SECONDARY  SCHOOL  PLACEMENT  PROCESS 
          òA Time of Reflection and Growth:  

A hope for all parents is that their sons 

grow to become good men.  In starting the 

secondary school admissions process at the 

end of Seventh Grade and beginning of 

Eighth Grade, our students are encouraged 

to reflect on their academic, aesthetic, and 

athletic accomplishments.  They come to 

an understanding of who they are, set 

goals for themselves, and work toward the 

realization of the individuals they would 

hope to become.  In preparing our stu-

dents for interviews, visits to schools, and 

completion of applications, we help the 

boys move a step closer to manhood.ó 

          The process of applying to kindergar-

ten has become so competitive in Manhat-

tan that when prospective parents visit 

Saint Davidõs, one of the first questions they 

ask is how the school will guide and assist 

them when it comes time to apply to sec-

ondary schools. 

 Rest assured that Saint Davidõs School 

and Michael Imbelli, Director of Counseling 

and Secondary School Placement, will help 

each family successfully navigate its way 

through the high school admissions proc-

ess. 

 The journey begins when parents meet 

with Mr. Imbelli in the spring of Seventh 

Grade.  During this initial conversation, 

parents have the opportunity to reflect on 

their sonõs academic performance, inter-

ests, achievements, personal qualities, and 

family values.  Rich discussions of this sort, 

which the boys later join, enable the family 

and school to work together to identify 

high schools that appear to be the best fit 

as well as most appealing. 

 The next step is researching the 

schools on oneõs list.  This involves calling 

the schools to request catalogues, applica-

tions, and other materials.  Both parents 

and child should read these publications, 

highlight important information, and pre-

pare interview questions, a process that 

furthers consideration of the appropriate-

ness of each school. 

 The application process for day and 

boarding schools is slightly different, but 

families are guided through both by Mr. 

Imbelli.  Families learn about the required 

standardized tests, transcripts, recommen-

dations, and essays.  In addition, Mr. Imbelli 

prepares each child for interviews, begin-

ning with a discussion of questions that 

center on academics, athletics, extracur-

ricular activities, goals, and aspirations.   

 Feedback from admissions officers is 

that Saint Davidõs boys not only do a good 

job of communicating who they are and 

what they hope for in a school but also of 

asking thoughtful questions. 

 As parents, we may find it difficult to 

imagine leaving Saint Davidõs, but we are 

fortunate to have so expert a placement 

counselor in Mr. Imbelli. 

Please Note:  

¶ June 2 & 3 òBlazer Swapó 

¶ Art Show May 21stñJune 1st 

¶ Faculty and Staff Appreciation 

Week May 27thñMay30th.  

Please watch for flyers and 

how to show your apprecia-

tion! 
¶ May is for music!  Please see 

page 3 for recital and concert 

schedule. 
¶ DIRECTORY FORMS...If you 

havenõt returned them, 

please hurryé 
¶ HEALTH FORMS...please 

return them to the school by 

July 31st (but sooner is help-

ful!) 
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SECOND  ANNUAL  BLAZER  SWAP! 

 The Parents Association will host its 

second òBlazer Swapó.  Last year, approxi-
mately 40 blazers were swapped, and we 

are hoping for even greater participation 
this year.    

 Please give blazers that your boys have 
outgrown to Mary Bergman Fishman at the 

front desk any day this month.  Clean blaz-
ers are appreciated, but we happily accept 

everything. 

 On the mornings of June 2nd and 3rd 
all the blazers that have been collected will 

be hanging in front of the school, and eve-
ryone is invited to take one that fits, while 

supplies last!   
 If you have any questions, please call 

Maria De Rossi (212-427-9447) or Jill 
Lampe (212-426-7442). 



ENJOY YOUR SUMMER  AND  STAY SHARP! 
          Donõt let those school-year skills get rusty!  Sara Peavy has kindly volunteered these tips on how to stay 
sharp, enjoy your summer, and be ready to go in September!  
1. Read at least one book per month from the summer reading list. Better yet, read two and then add your own titles. Discover how 

many books you can read in a summer! 

2. Explore new genres or fields:  look into biographies, science and technology, graphic novels, art history, poetry, drama, and more! 

3. Read the assigned novel last and write a brief, informative summary at the end of the most important chapters. Both steps will 

help you understand and recall it better for your first language arts classes in September. 

4. Complete your math packet gradually over the summer. Thereõs plenty of time. By spreading out your work, you learn concepts 

and skills more permanently. 

5. To keep a hand in writing, send postcards. Be vivid in your descriptions of what youõre doing. Incorporate more ambitious sen-

tences and vocabulary. Have fun with words and self-expression! The recipient will be happy to hear from you, and youõll probably 

receive mail in return. 

6. Visit museums and places of historical interest ð especially if you have a particular interest or know that youõll be studying a peo-

ple and time period next year. 

7. Sketch:  closely observing the physical world reveals wonders! 

8. Make a friend:  each new person gives us new perspectives. 

9. Try a new cuisine:  what better way to learn about other cultures?  

10. Take up a new activity:  woodcraft, archery? The choices are limitless, as are the opportunities for fun and learning 

11. Travel and keep a journal:  it can contain mementos, impressions, sketches, lists or anything that is meaningful to you.  

12. Expand the types of music that you listen to:  there are so many types of harmony, rhythm, dissonance, etc. 

13. Listen to books on tape:  what a great way to do some òreadingó while youõre on a long car ride or flight. 

14. Play board games:  strategy and family fun rolled into one.  

15. Play hard, daydream, relax, and sleep:  each makes us happy and creative. 

17. _________________________________________ (Add your ideas here!) 

  Happy Summer,  

  Sara Peavy  

  Head of Upper School  

Project Cicero:    
The Saint Davidõs community collected over 25 large boxes of 

books for Project Cicero in early March.  Begonia Santos and Mary 

Anne Tanner chaired the event.  Project Cicero, a partnership of 

over seventy New York City schools, The New York Society Library, 

Children for Children, and several other organizations, collects 

books for under-resourced New York City schools.   

City Harvest:     
On Wednesday May 14th the Lower School participated in the 

òSkip Lunch/Fight Hunger Campaign of City Harvestó.  òSkip 

Lunch/Fight Hungeró is a one-day initiative that asks individuals to 

donate what they would normally spend on lunch or an after 

school snack to help feed New York Cityõs hungry children and 

their families.  Jenny Shevick and Lisa Marzen chaired this 

event.  Special City Harvest collection bags were distributed to 

the boys and included information explaining how many children 

$2, $5 or $10 will feed.  City Harvest was founded in 1982 as the 

worldõs first and New York Cityõs only food rescue pro-

gram.  The organization redistributes food discarded from New 

York City food businesses to approximately one million hungry 

people, including 350,000 children and 140,000 senior citizens. 

Athletic Equipment Drive:    

Jane Farr will chair the Annual Athletic Equipment Drive to be 

held on May 15th and 16th.  The drive supports The Association to 

Benefit Children (ABC) is dedicated to bringing joy and warmth 

to disadvantaged children and their families.  ABC  provides inte-

grated services to families to help permanently break the cycles 

of abuse, neglect and homelessness.  Items collected will be 

used in ABCõs summer camp program.  ABC is appreciative of 

balls of any kind (footballs, baseballs, basketballs, etc.), mitts, 

helmets, hats, shorts, bathing suits, goggles, towels, water shoes, 

pants, athletic shoes, tennis rackets, baseball bats, backpacks, 

musical instruments (especially recorders),  etc.  Items should 

be in good condition, and ABC cannot accept hockey equip-

ment.  Collection boxes will be placed in front of the school 

from 8:00-8:30 am on May 15th and 16th.   

Itõs My Park Day with Brearley ð May 17:   
òItõs My Park Dayó is a way for Saint Davidõs families to assist in 

cleaning up a public park that is in need of attention. This pro-

gram is run by the New York City Parks Department. On Sat-

urday, May 17 from 11am to 1 pm, Saint Davidõs boys will join 

girls from Brearley to clean Cherry Tree Park, located at 100th 

Street and 3rd Avenue.  They will weed and water tree pits and 

paint playground equipment. Everyone is invited  to help tidy up 

this park in East Harlem.  Pizza will be served at noon.  Please 

contact Marta Ricardo, event chair, at (212) 854-6487 or at 

hjricardo@aol.com if you are interested in volunteering.    
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COMMUNITY  SERVICE  UPDATE  

mailto:hjricardo@aol.com


 The dynamic and energetic  musical talents of the Saint Davidõs boys will take center stage in a medley of  forms through-

out the balance of the 2007-2008 academic year.  Mr. Jeffrey Moore, Director of Music, and his wonderful staff, Ms. Phyllis 

Clark, Mrs. Susan Iadone and Mr. Philip Hough, have orchestrated a series of recitals and musical performances. The calendar of 

these events is as follows: 
 May 12    4:30 pm  Upper School Piano Recital, Lower Dining Room 

 May 13    1:50 pm  4th grade Switch Concert, Small Gym 

 May 13    4:30 pm  Guitar, Percussion & Woodwind Recital, Lower Dining Room 

 May 15  11:30 am  K Omega Dinosaur Presentation in classroom 

 May 19   4:30 pm  Upper School Strings Recital, Lower Dining Room 

 May 22   8:40 am  Spring Concert, Chamber Singers and Ensemble, Lower Dining Room 

 May 22   4:30 pm  Recorder Recital, Lower Dining Room                   

 May 23   8:45 am  3rd grade performance for parents:  songs from Spence Concert 

 May 23   11:00 am  K Theta and K Pi sing for parents 

 May 27   4:30 pm  Lower School Suzuki Recital, Music Suite 

 June 4   6:00 pm  5th grade performance of Oliver, Lower Dining Room 

Congratulations to the boys who have already performed prior to this publication!   

SPRING  IS THE  T IME  FOR MUSIC! 

TECHNOLOGY  T IPS ~ EMAIL  AT SAINT  DAVIDõS 

 The Saint Davidõs 

After School Program has 

always been unique in that 

it offers classes in many 

areas that are outside the 

traditional curriculum.  

One such class is Fencing.    

This introductory course 

into the art of foil fencing, 

òthe noble art of defenseó, 
offers the boys the opportunity to acquire skills in a rigorous sport 

that is as good for the mind as it is for the body.   

 Interestingly, the art of fencing is as old as the battle of the 

sword and is one of only a handful of sports that can be traced back 

to the first Olympic Games.    

 On one level, there are many physical benefits to the sport, 

including òincreased agility, body awareness and stabilityó.  But on 

another, and one could argue more important level, fencing offers an 

òintroduction into tactical thinkingó.   It is said to be 60% mental and 

40% physical, also sometimes referenced as òphysical chessó.  Al-

though fencers play contests to win, it is the strategy, critical think-

ing and honor that make for a good match. 

 The After School Class is coached by Zaddick Longenbach,  a 

former member of the US Olympic and World Championship 

teams.   In addition to teaching the boys the basic skills of fencing, 

he also stresses sportsmanship and traditions of the game.  Prior to 

a bout each child will salute his opponent and end with a hand-

shake..   

 The current class of After School Fencers will have the oppor-

tunity to compete in a tournament being held at Chelsea Piers on 

May 17th.  The boys will experience a true size òstripó of 45 ft. and 
a higher level of competition. 

 Ask the boys about fencing and why 

they like it and they are unanimous that they 

love the competition and bouts, and the op-

portunity to do it with their friends.  If they 

continue in the sport, it is likely they will say 

the same thing at 17.  Robert Nunziato, Saint 

Davidõs graduate, Class of 2006, competes on 

a national level and says the same thing about 

the sport, he enjoys the competition, the 

people he meets, and the places he goes! 

 As part of the computer curriculum, the Upper School students 
ŀǘ {ŀƛƴǘ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ŀǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
academic purposes.  These email accounts are internal-only, mean-
ing they only accept incoming email from other @saintdavids.org 
email addresses.  As such, students learn how to properly use email 
accounts in a spam free safe environment.  Teachers can email stu-
dents homework assignments and distribute files or handouts for 
classroom or homework use.  Students working in groups can email 
attachments to each other to facilitate compilation of work.  This 
comes in particularly handy in sixth grade where the history curricu-
lum includes creating a web site!  In addition, students use their 
email accounts to send files to themselves from home to school as 
an alternative to using a flash drive. 
      Students can access their Outlook Web Access email account 
from home or anywhere else where they have an internet connec-
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tion.  The URL is:  https://web.saintdavids.org/exchange (note the S 
after http ς the page will not work without the S).  The URL will get 
them to a login box where the student enters his username and 
password. 
      When a student says he did not receive an email from a 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΣ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜ ǎƘƻƻǘ ōȅ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ άLƴōƻȄέ ƛǎ 
ǎƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ άwŜŎŜƛǾŜŘέ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŜƳŀƛƭǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ 
last.  If a student has multiple pages of emails, he can sort by 
άwŜŎŜƛǾŜŘέ ōȅ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ 
clicking on Page 1 at the top right to view his latest emails.  Students 
are encouraged to keep their email inboxes current by deleting old 
emails by clicking on the X in the navigation.   
     Nancy Lin, Director of Technology, is always available to answer 
your questions! 

AFTER SCHOOL  PROGRAM ~ SPOTLIGHT  ON  FENCING  

https://web.saintdavids.org/exchange

