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basketball. Each team plays approximately the 
same amount of games. Most of the games are 
played in Central Park and on Randallõs Island. 
Boys who are members of a team practice each 
day during their regular sports period. On game 

days most games begin around 3:30. 
     This past season the seventh and eighth grade 
Red Team, the Spartans, won the league champi-
onships in both basketball and soccer.  In addition 
one of our boys was the Cross Country cham-
pion. Saint Davidõs has won 9 championships 
during the last 11 years (we joined the league in 

1996). 
     While our varsity system plays a key role in 
the development of our boys, it is only part of 
our overall program. The boys also continue to 
participate in our intramural indoor soccer 
league, softball, fitness, flag football, cross-country 
and track. We feel this gives every boy the oppor-

tunity to participate in a sport he truly enjoys. 

SPORTS FOR ALL  AGES AT SAINT  DAVIDõS SCHOOL  
     At Saint Davidõs all boys take part in the 
athletic program, an important component of 
the overall school curriculum.  The program 
cultivates the skills of the boys and a healthy 
competitive spirit while teaching them a strong 
sense of sportsmanship, respect for others, 

cooperation, dedication and self-confidence. 
     Beginning with the youngest boys, the 
coaches direct them in fun games that enhance 
motor skills.  The first and second graders 
work on skill development, rules of play and 
sportsmanship.  Although games are played, 

scores are not yet kept at this age.   
     Beginning in the third and fourth grades the 
boys are on teams competing in an intramural 
setting while learning team work and coopera-
tion.  The two grades make up at least four 
teams and scores are kept and posted on the 
òIntramural Boardó outside the locker room.  
Also posted are pictures of the òPlayers of the 
Weekó, chosen for their sportsmanship and 

skill, with a paragraph discussing the boys par-

ticular achievements.   
     When the boys reach fifth and sixth grades 
the team setting expands to interscholastic 
competition, the òAll Star Gamesó.  Every child 
is given the opportunity to participate and par-
ents are invited to attend the games and cheer 

on the team!   
     It is in the seventh and eighth grades where 
the boys are introduced to varsity sports and 
prepared for the type of team commitment and 
competition that they will encounter in athlet-
ics.  For the first time, they will be competing 
for positions on the basketball, baseball, la-
crosse and soccer teams. Saint Davidõs is a 
member of the Manhattan Private Middle School 
League, which also consists of Allen Stevenson, 
Browning, Buckley, Collegiate, Dalton, Saint 
Bernardõs and Trinity. We compete in baseball, 
basketball, cross country, lacrosse, and soccer. 
We have two teams for soccer, baseball, and 
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     The Humanities program is an 
area of study for eighth grade 
students that combines art history, 
art analysis, history, technology, 
research, and expository writing in 
a unique and fully integrated man-
ner.  It is team-taught by Nancy 
Iannicelli, Michael Imbelli, and Thea 
Osborne.  Unique to Saint Davidõs 
School, the Humanities course is 
designed to be a culmination of a 
boyõs career at Saint Davidõs 
School.  It encourages students to 
think across traditional lines of 
subject areas and to do so in a 
knowledgeable and analytical man-

ner.   
      Art history classes begin with a 
summary view of the ancient 
world, a detailed study of the Ren-
aissance and Baroque periods, and 
an examination of the art of the 

UNIQUE TO SAINT  DAVIDôS ~ 8TH GRADE HUMANITIES COURSE  
20th and 21st centuries.  The influ-
ence of Japonisme, ethnographic 
art, and the art of the Islamic 
work is also discussed.  In history, 
the topics include the periods of 
the Middle Ages and the Renais-
sance as well as  Islam, Japan, 
China, and Africa.  The prepara-
tion of a formal essay comparing 
and contrasting two artworks 
within their historical contexts 
moves sequentially from carefully 
guided research in print and elec-
tronic sources to proper note 
taking and source citation through 
to the development and comple-

tion of a final expository essay. 
     A distinctive aspect of the 
Humanities course at Saint Davidõs 
School is the Italian Study Tour to 
Rome, Assisi, and Florence in 
March, during which the eighth 

graders deepen their appreciation 
and understanding of art through 
visits to museums and churches, 
writing, sketching, discussions, and 

evening classes. 
     The Nightingale-Bamford 
School Lectures in December are 
also a noteworthy feature of the 
course, providing eighth grade 
students with an opportunity to 
present both an oral lecture about 
a particular work and its artist and 
also a technological analysis of that 

work in PowerPoint. 
     Throughout the academic year, 
regular visits to The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, an indispensable 
component of the course work, 
allow the boys to view works that 
they study in class, such as the 
New York Kouros, Giottoõs The 

Epiphany, and Jackson Pollockõs 
Autumn Rhythm (Number 30) to 
name just a few, as well as other 
works related to Ancient, Renais-
sance, Ethnographic, and Modern 

art. 
     For the final project in Humani-
ties, ȷɟɢɤ (pronounced ARCO), 
each of the boys creates an original 
work of art -- a painting, sculpture, 
architectural model, collage, photo-
graph or photo-montage -- in the 
style of a Modern artist.  ȷɟɢɤ, the 
Greek verb meaning to be in com-
mand, is symbolic of Saint Davidõs 
Eighth grade young men, taking 
charge of themselves, going in a new 
direction.  Havingbegun the course 
as students, they are ready and 

eager to complete it as artists. 


